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Dedication 


On this fiftieth anniversary of the founding of our beloved 
Salem Congregation, we bow our heads im recognition of the 
great blessing that has been ours these last fifty years. With 
humble and thankful hearts we give thanks to God for the heri- 
tage that has been handed down to us thru the vision, faith and 
labor of a generation of pioneers that is all but gone from our 
midst. i : 


In our thanksgiving to God we wish to dedicate this little 
Brochure to the memory of those sturdy pioneers who not only 
saw the need for a house of worship, but who also had the will, 
the faith, and the determination to organize a congregation in 
our community. To day we are enjoying the fruits of their faith 
and labor, and may we be faithful to the trust they have passed 
on to us and carry on the work they began. 


Furthermore, we also wish to dedicate this booklet to the 
memory of our first pastor, Rev. O. H. Brodland, who helped to 
organize and build our Congregation, and who so unselfishly and 
unstintingly gave of his time and talents for more than 14 years 
Tho his epitaph may never be inscribed on tablets of stone, the 
memory of his unselfish life of service will remain indelibly in- 
scribed in. the hearts of the little Congregation he loved and 
served so well. 


To all these we dedicate this little booklet, and may their 
memories inspire us all to carry on where they left off. 


—Charles N. Gordon, Historian 


Salem Lutheran Church 


Che Committee on Arrangements 


As the Chairman of the Committee that prepared and ar- 
ranged for the 50th anniversary program of the Salem Congrega- 
tion I wish to extend my sincere thanks to the various committee 
members for their wholehearted cooperation in the preparation 
of this booklet. And, especially do I wish to acknowledge my ap- 
preciation to Pastor Edward Johnshoy for his help and sugges- 
tions. Also a “thank you” to the various members who So grac- 
iously entertained us at their homes whenever we met for our 
discussions. Also I wish to extend our thanks to Mr. Orley Jey- 
ning who took many of the pictures which appear throughout this 
Brochure. 


The ‘Committee on Arrangements consisted of the follow. 
ing: Mrs. Charles Burd, Albert Haugstad, Gilbert Rensland, Mrs. 
Jens Selness, Mrs. Dewalt Palm, Selmer Wegge and Charles N. 
Gordon. 


Church Decorating Committee 


The following served on the Decorating Committee: Trustees 
and Mrs. Edwin Palm, Ovey Wegge, Mrs. Selmer Wegge and Mrs. 
Charles Burd. 


ni % ; ee Si on 3 Ui, Maye Bas 
“J “+. °. ‘Pastor and Mrs. E. W. Johnshoy and Family 
Greetings - in the name of Christ - 


My prayer for you is stated so completely in the words of 
greeting used by Paul to the Congregation at Ephesus—“I bow 
my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 
_and on earth is named, that according to the riches of His glory 
He may grant you to be strengthened with might through His 
Spirit in the inner man, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may, 
have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 
_and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which’ surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 


“Now to Him who by the power at work within us is able 
to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to Him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for 
ever and ever. Amen.” 


May our thoughts of the past be of thanks and praise and 
glory to the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ for continued grace 


and the Spirit’s presence. - e 


May it be our desire for each future day to be led by the 
Spirit to grow in grace, to know increasingly the dimensions of 
Christian experience, to realize the Steward’s share in God’s plan 
for the fullness of time to unite all things in Christ, things in 
heaven and things in earth. 


Pastor E. W. Johnshoy. 


Sunday Services at Salem 


EOE 


— ae a 


; : 
Introduction ms 
TO THE HISTORY OF THE’ SALEM CONGREGATION 


At the time the Salem Congregation was organized—1907, 
it might be said that our community was just emerging from 
the first stage of its pioneering days. Those first settlers—mostly 
from foreign shores, had arrived; in the early ’70s, or a little 
later, and had done exceedingly well during those first 30 or 40 
years. They had come here with empty hands, but with an abun- 
dance of ambition, willing hearts, and unbounded faith, and thru 
hard work, and with a vision of better things to come, had wrest- 
ed the wildnerness from the clutches of a stern nature, and had 
succeeded in making this commuhity of ours bloom and produce 
like a garden. This region has justly been called? “The Bread 
Basket of America.” ~ are Agee! 


: » 
end ease 


Volumes have been written and still more volumes can be 
written about those early years, and about the struggles and pri- 
vations of the early pioneers. They were men and women of 
sturdy characters and indominatahle,wills and. courage. But, most 
important of all—they were men and women of vision and faith. 
Someone has rightly said: “WHERE THERE IS NO _ VISION 
THE PEOPLE PERISH.” And these early settlers did have 
vision—end faith. It is due to men and women in communities 
like this that our nation has become the great America we love 
and cherish today. ; red 


- eee og 
But, while our forefathers builded well, in a material way, 
they did not ignore the spiritual sidé-of their nature. They felt 
the need and the urge for spiritual:expression. And, because of 
that deeper vision that they had ‘we are here to day to honor 
their memory and to review the progress we have made, as a 
Church, these last 50 years. Because, as it:is written: 


Men shall not live by bread alone 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God. 


Our people in 1907 lived in a-rather restricted community, 
as compared with our community*as’we know it today. At the 
end of the last 50 years we are no longer citizens of just a small 
community. Rather, we have become “Citizens of the world!” 
Our world has shrunk at a terrific pace! Due to the automobile, 
the air plane, the radio and T. V., our modern highways, and 
countless other inventions and improvements, this modern world 
of ours has changed amazingly. TIME and DISTANCE (to all 
practical purposes) have just about disappeared. 


__ In 1907 few people in the community ever got as far as 
either Grand Forks or Fargo, except on rare occasions. Today 
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Minneapolis and Chicago are as near to us as either of Fargo or 
Grand Forks were at that time. In the early ’60s Immigrants 
often spent up to 3 or more months on a rickety sail boat.from 
Europe to America. Today that same distance can be negotiated 
in a luxury plane between night fall and sun rise on the follow- 
ing morning. a 


Stupendous progress has been made during this last half 
century, especially in the material world. Even farm methods 
have been completely revolutionized since our Church was or- 
ganized, until today a horse on a farm hag become a rarity. 


Nor has the Church been standing still. The church of to- 
day is no longer an isolated house of worship, serving only a 
small community. The little country. church of today—through 
its many activities and world-wide ramifications, reach out to the 
four corners of the globe. 


| Fifty years ago Nielsville (like today) was just a few miles 
away from most of the homes in the community. But due to our 
heavy, sticky gumbo roads, especially in the spring of the year, 
and_after heavy rains, they were almost impassable in those horse 
and: buggy days. And at such times, the distance to our nearest 
town might as well have been 50 or more miles away. 


It is true that the old ferry across the river below the Odin 
Bijornstad farm had long since been replaced with a make-shift, 
rickety wooden bridge; but when the flood waters of spring came 
that wooden bridge had to be removed and the only way to cross 
the river was in a small row boat. 


It is tue that there was a church at Caledonia, and likewise 
one at Belmont, as well as the Hyland Church to the west. But 
they were comparatively far away by way of buggy or wagon 
transportation. It wasn’t strange therefor, that the community 
felt itself. very much isolated—especially with reference to a 
place of -worship, as well as a community center. 


Now, after 50 years of progress everything has changed. 
This has been a half century of unbelievable changes, expansion 
and modernization. It has been an era of transition from the old 
pionee: ing age to that of a new one. This new era can be both a 
wonderful and dreadful age. 


I could go on and on, comparing, or contrasting, the old with 
the new. But it does make one wonder what lies ahead and in 
Store for us during the next 50 years. With the ushering in of 
the “ATOMIC AGE” almost anything can happen—either as a 
blessing or a curse. It is here for us to use or abuse. 


But, in spite of all these stupendous changes, especially in 
the material world, HUMAN NATURE is the same today as it 
has been since the beginning of history. The sins and the evils of 
today are not any different from age to age. Education has be- 
come almost universal throughout the more civilized nations of 
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the earth. It is true that man has attained a high degree of cul- 
ture and polish, but, fundamentally, man’s nature is still pretty 
much on the level of the beast, whether we like to admit that 


fact or not. 


One need only scan our daily newspapers to be convinced 
of that. Crime of every hue and degree—man’s inhumanity to 
man, reeking poverty, disease, juvenile delinquency, distress, in- 
security, etc., if anything is on the increase. Mr. Hoover of the 
F. B. I. recently called attention to the fact that crime had gone 
up 13 percent just this last year. Our penal institutions, our in- 
sane asylums, etc. are bursting at the seams, so to speak. 


It is true that as a nation we have enacted thousands of 
statutes and laws in an effort to cope with all these evils, and, if 
I dare say so, of practically no avail. We have been called the 
greatest law-makers in the world, but, alas, also the greatest 
law-breakers. There never has been, I dare say, nor will there 
ever be any improvements made on the 10 commandments of 
Moses. No law will ever make a saint out of a sinner. Only the 
complete regeneration of the spirit of man will ever accomplish 
that. Only a living faith in the God of the Universe and His Son, 
Jesus Christ, can do that. And that, as I see it, is the ONE 
GREAT AIM and the FUNDAMENTAL mission of all Christian 
Churches—including that of the Salem Church, whose 50th An- 
niversary we are celebrating today. 
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Che History 


THE SALEM EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


According to the records of the Secretary of our Church, the 
SALEM CONGREGATION was organized in the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. B. Haugstad, on January 27, 1907, and was given the 
name: SALEMS NORSK EVANGELISKE MENIGHED i 
TRAILL CO., NORTH DAKOTA. Later this was translated into 
the American language. So, today it is known as THE SALEM 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. I have not been able 
to determine who proposed this name, but as Rev. O. H. Brodland 
was then the Pastor of the Nielsville Parish, and also helped to 
organize the new congregation, it is reasonable to assume that 
he suggested the name. ? 


THE NAME SALEM 
Many churches have chosen the name, SALEM. It is not an 
uncommon name. Many cities, too, have taken this name. There 
is a Salem, Ohio; 2 Salem, Mass.; and the capitol of the state of 
Oregon is called Salem. 


Now, Salem is a Biblicaf name. The dictionary refers to the 
name, Salem, as being the same as Jerusalem. In Genesis 14:18 
we find this Melchis’edek king of Salem brought out bread 
and wine, he was priest of God Most High. In Psalms 76:1-2 we 
find this: In Judah God is known. His name is great in Israel. 
His abode has been established in Salem. In Hebrews 7 we find 
this: He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, 
and then He is also king of Salem, that is, King of peace. 


The above should give us some idea as to the meaning of the 
name, SALEM‘ HIS ABODE, or where God dwells, and _ also, 
KING OF PEACE, or , KING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


ORGANIZATION AND DRAWING UP OF THE CHARTER 


The first meeting of organization, according to the Sec- 
retary’s (H. A. Gordon) report, took place on January 27, 1907, 
following a service in the school house located almost directly 
east of the present location of the Salem Church. The entry in the 
Secretary’s book, translated from the Norwegian, its as follows: 

“In order to further the ‘Christian work in our midst, 

Pastor O. H. Brodland called us together after the ser- 

vices in the local school house, situated near the Olaus 

Hauge home, for discussion and the organization of a 

congregation. The following men were present: O. R. 

Hauge, T. B. Haugstad, Adolph Halvorson, Thormond 

Wegge, Thomas Thompson, EF. E. Sondral, Ole M. Berg, 

H. A. Gordon, Chas. L. Gordon, Anton Thompson, Olaus 
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Haugstad, G. T. Egeland and’H. Monson. After the dis- 
cussion it was unanimously decide to organize a congre- 
gation. The Se officers wefe elected :” 


Secretary: , - _H. As &epdon 
3 rates SOE. Bert. ey R. eins T. B. Haugstad 
“Klokker’ or Cantor - - ~ - G.T. Egeland 
Treasurer - ~ - - - Olaus Haugstad 


Next a committee to draw, up a constitution for the npw con4 
gregation was selected. They ¢ansisted_of the following amen: 
Charles L. Gorgon, Adolph er es and: ‘Pastor, iO. H. Brodland. 


The new organization -W as n0W, in affect, “and ; ne next meet- 


ing was set for February, fd 904.) At. is ahh ‘Subscription 
of $84.00 was stibseribed Ow vards the rs salary. «. “ 


It might also betnoted ieranibhat Gharlesd.: Gordon:was not 

' a member of this’ hew orgamzxtion ‘as: he-remained ::5 4chartep 
member of the St. Petri Congregation unsil sais debt in 1933. 

His connection with the § es ciation me was temporary and 


| only with reference to izatio ‘and | the drafting of a 
| constitution. ny TA 

; r ai! ee es) ae > Tr BY ee & as : 

“  -comaereR meYipris’:." Sia 

| Ole M. Berg mia Thompson. ; Thomas iompeon 

lane Hauge , ey ph, “HAlvorson’ . Chee nwerge —, 

BH. Sondral aeyae don, 5 Rolodk 

tr B. Haug: , Mon: Nn, ys. 4 , John. Roa re 

G. ‘T, ease lave, Haugstad ’ Berth augttad A 

yr er Fe et oe eC i 


COMBEISUTION PHESENTEY AND" ‘ADOPTED ‘FEB. 5, 1907 


At this “meeting the Constitutional Committee reported that. 
the Constitution hid‘‘been writter? een sareRterst te Bev char- 


tem was tadeand hactied on; dand'' fi epted. following* 
men were elected as officers ‘for the’ year: 

Paster -,. - wes 11 Rev,)0 Brodland 
3 Testes!" - Anton Thompson, A Kn Sondet, bie M. Berg 
3-Deacons 4. .T. B. Haugstad, P. IC. Smith, Olaus R. Hauge 
Tretsurer w "- It -co J gee OL O Olaus Haugstad‘ 
Secretaby: -f) =) - © 4 1 foarn, Wl. ei HR. ‘A. Gordon 
‘Hokker’ torcCintori + 2) ae ' G. T. Egeland’ 
Revision Committee - Adolph. Halvorson, ‘Charles L. Gordon: 

At the close of the adoption: of the, Chureh’s Constitution * 


Rev. O. H. Brodland was called a che he first ‘Pastor of the Salem 
Congregation ,with a stipulated s ae of $100.00 per year, plus | 


the customary offerings. ene 'o” ag 4 


During the first year_seVeral new menibers were en into 
the congregation including the Bernt Botresort family and:‘evi- 
dently; the P:C: Smith family s Mr. ‘Smith was elected ad'one | 
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of the Deacons on February 5, 1907. G. T. Egeland was replaced 
later by O. R. Hauge as Cantor, and T. B. Haugstad was elected 
as Divector .ef,Religious Education for the children of the Cort 
gregation. kngebret Haugstad was elected as the first Collector 
for subscriptions to the church. 


7 
FIRST FEW YEARS OF THE CONGREGATION 


Though ‘the new organization was still in its swaddling 
clothes it showed signs of a healthy growth and a few new mem- 
bers were taken into the fold from time to time. Outsiders began . 
to take interest and helped the church along, both through their 
moral and financial support. 


Services, of course, were not conducted everv Sunday but 
asuallv evefy other Sunday, and usually im jthe afternoon. Not 
hsving a church building the congregation made use of the two 
school houses in the community—known as the “North” and the 
“South” school houses. These school houses were only a mile and 
a quarter apart. By alternating the place of services between 
these tWo school houses they could accomodate the whole com- 
munity as it must be remembered that distance was quite a fac- 
tor in those days. The automobile had not yet come into genera! 
use. Many drove to church with horses, and not a few walked the 
rile or two they lived from church. This was ‘not always so plea- 
sant o convenient ‘during the winter months and during the 
spring break-up. 


_Aleaty, during these first few years many in the Congre- 
g2'ioh had begun to toy with the idea of building a church struc- 
ture. They had the vision and the faith, but the membership was 
small and money not too plentiful. But the germ had been plant-' 
ed a couldn’t entirely be kept from showing signs of life and 
growth. 


I bring to your attention at this time the fact that although 
the ladies of the Congregation were not as yet eligible as voters, 
they were, nevertheless, far from being idle. Even as early as 
1904 the ladies had organized a Ladies Aid Society and were blaz- 
ing the trail for the building of the proposed church that didn’t 
materialize until in the summer of 1916. But that is anothe 
story. A very complete story has been compiled consisting of 75 
pages, replete with pictures, and covering a span of about 53 
years. An abbreviated history of the Ladies’ activities will be 
found ‘n another section of this book. 


The first mention of a Sunday School was brought to the at- 
tention of the Congregation these first years. I have been told 
that there had been a Sunday School at various times during this 
period although I do not find anv report to substantiate that be- 
lief. Anyway, as early as December 17, 1912, G. T. Egeland was 
appointed to look into the matter. 
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BUILDING OF A CHURCH FORSEEN 


Skipping along to 1912 we find that the idea of a church 
structure was coming more and more to a definite head. H. Mon- 
son was delegated to make a survey of the community to deter- 
mine, if possible, how many people would be willing to join the 
Congregation and how much they would be willing to subserbe 
toward the building of the church. Mr. Monson was further in- 
structed to contact the Belmont Congregation and invite the 
members to join the Salem Congregation. It is to be noted that 
the Belmont Church had been destroyed by a tornado some time 
previous and they were without a church building. But the Bel- 
mont Congregation was undecided and wanted to wait. 


But there was another stumbling block in the way. It seems 
that the members of the Congregation never could decide where 
the new church was to be located. There were almost as many 
sites suggested as there were members. It remained a hot issue 
for several years. Ole P. Peterson offered a free site for the 
church on his land, plus a hundred dollars cash. But the location 
seemed too far to the north. Many thought the church should be 
built on the cemetery grounds. Some even proposed to have the 
church built on wheels so that everybody could be accomodated. 


Finally, however, T. B. Haugstad offered a site on his land 
(SE corner and about 30 rods north on Section 22). This, then, 
was accepted but the actual building of the church was delayed. 
With very little money in the treasury things didn’t look too 
bright. H. A. Gordon was appointed to canvass the community 
once more for added members and to solicit subscriptions. Pastor 
Brodland who had served the Congregation since its organiza- 
tion in 1907—a period of 4 years, now decided to resign and ac- 
cept a call in South Dakota. This was in 1911. He had helped to 
launch the new ‘Congregation, and he had served diligently and 
faithfully during those years. Below is a brief biography of Pas- 
tor Brodland: 


NORTH SCHOOL HOUSE 
14 


ee 


a _—_-—- 


cei eee 


r eee 5 


eet CE 


REV. BERNT HAGBOE, THE ITINERANT 


A history of the Salem Congregation 
would hardly seem complete without some 
mention of what led up to its organization, 
even to as far back as in the ’70s. The people 
who settled in the community, for the most 
part, came from Norway and had a back- 
ground of religion. 

Various men with a religious zeal, and 
a desire to serve, occasionally put in an 
appearaice among the pioneers and preached the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Most of these were of the Lutheran faith. 

Perhaps the most outstanding of these men was a ‘Circuit 
Rider,” or rather, a “Circuit Walker’ by the name of Rev. Bernt 
Hagboe, with headquarters at Audubon, Minn. He organized the 
Sand Hill Congregation in 1872, and one at Bygland, in 1873. But 
he preached in homes and in schoolhouses in many districts on 
both sides of the Red River. He served as a traveling missionary 
over a large area in both Minnesota and North Dakota—in ail 
some 14 Norwegian settlements. He was, indeed, a true religious 
Pioneer and did most of his traveling on foot, and served with 
little or no monetary renumeration. Often when he came to a 
Stream or river, where there were no bridges or boats, he would 
remove his clothing, tie them to his back and swim across. Once 
on the other side he might have to build a fire and dry his cloth- 
es befo e proceeding. On several occasions he came near to losing 
his life by drowning. It can truly be said of him that he was 
voice crying in the wilderness, altho the kindhearted settlers al- 
Ways saw to it that he didn’t have to subsist on locusts and hon- 
ey. It was said that on at least one occasion he received the mun- 
ifcent “solary” of $2.00 for a year’s service in one particular 
community. 

Frequently the women would present him with a pair of 
home-spun end home-knitted socks or mittens, or , perhaps, a 
scarf, or some other home-made wearing apparel. Here is a letter 
from the St. Petri Ladies Aid Scrap Book, translated from the 
Norwegian: i 

“Rev. Bernt Hagboe was the first minister. He traveled 
around °nd organized many congregations. Naturally he couldn’t 
get around to each community very often—perhaps once a month. 
Services were held in the homes, most of them constructed of 
logs. I believe the first services were held in my parent’s home. 
Finally a log house was built. This was the beginning of the Sand 
Hill Congregation. People came here from as far as the Pauls- 
ruds on the Minnesota side, and from Anne Knutson (now the © 
Mrs. Alfred (Anna Boe) Peterson farm), on the Dakota side of 
the Red River.’—(Written by Mrs. Olaus Benson). 

The above is just a little glimpse of what led up to the or- 
ganization of the Salem Congregation and I believe it deserves 
mention in connection with the History of our Congregation. 
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REV. OLE HANSON BRODLAND 


Rev. Ole Hanson Brodland was born at 
N. Undal, Mandal, Norway, on May 28, 1868. 
At the age of 19 years he immigrated to 
America and went directly to’ Menno, S. D. 
Here he was employed as a farm laborer and 
drove oxen for two vears. 

In the fall of 1889, at the age of 21, he 
enrolled in Augustana College in Canton. 
Later his children also attended this college. 
It was while he was a student at Augustanua 
that he decided to study for the ministry. 


He studied at the U. C. Seminary, 1894-97 (C. T.), His first 
pastorate was at Ashland, Wis., 1898. That same year he was 
called to Nielsville, Minn., and remained there 13 years. He be- 
came the first minister at the Salem Church in Train Uo., N. D. at 
the time of the (Chuich’s organization, January 27, 1907, and was 
their Pastor for about 4 years, or until 1911, when he moved ti 
Freeman, S. D., where he served the Salem Congregation at th: 
place until 1925 when he was again called to the Nielsville a 
Salem Parish, snd where he remained until 1939. 


Again he returned to Freeman for a period of one year. In 
the fall of 1942 Rev. and Mrs. Brodland were called by the Beth- 
esda Home for the Aged at Beresford to become Chaplin and 
Matron-nurse. In this capacity they served faithfully until Feb- 
ruary, 1953. 


These last years Pastor Brodland wrote several sermons on 
prayer, funerals, and thanl:sgiving and had them published in 
three booklets. He also translated several Norse constitutions 
and church records for several churches. 


On Friday, November 2, 1956, after a short illness, he pas- 
sed away at the Sioux Valley Hospital in Sioux Falls. Funeral] 
services were held at Bethesda Home for the Aged, Beresford, S. 
D. Final rites were held at the Salem Lutheran Church near Free- 
man, S. D. 


Pastor Brodland was married twice. His first wife was Inger 
Mosby. They were married in 1895. They raised a family of nine 
children. Mrs. Brodland passed away in 1936. 


In 1937 Pastor Brodland was married to Mabel Gunderson 
of Menno, S. D., who survives him together with six children and 
their families. 


Pastor O. H. Brodland was, undoubtedly, one of the sincerest 
pastors in the Evangelical Lutheran Church. He had a zeal and 
devotion for his work as a preacher of the Gospel that, perhaps, 
has rarely been surpassed. 
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1911—0O. H. BRODLAND RESIGNS—O. J. LUTNESS TAKES 
OVER 


RAILROAD BOOM DELAYS BUILDING OF CHURCH 


The year Pastor Brodland resigned Rev. O. J. Lutness, just 
out of the seminary, became the second pastor to serve the Salem 


Congiegation. He was a young man full of energy and a fine pro- 
motor. 


The vision of a church structure kept popping up every so 
often :nd from time to time committees were appointed to look 
into the matter. But the actual building was postponed from 
time to time. 


The growth of the Salem (Congregation was not a “mush- 
room” growth. But it was founded on a solid base, and it con- 
tinued to grow by slow degrees. More and more non-members be- 
gan to take notice and often helped along in both moral and fin- 
ancial ways. 


It seems that throughout these years most of the business 
meetings had been conducted in the homes. of the various mem- 
bers. However, most of these meetings were of the routine kind 
and I shall not go into details as that would require a lot more 
spice and would, perhaps, be rather monotonous reading. 


At about this time there was quite a little commotion in the 
neighborhood over rumors that were circulated about a proposed 
railroad .hat was supposed to be built, running west and east, 
and would, in all probabilities, be cutting through where the Sal- 
em Church is now located, or, probably, a mile further north. If 
the railroad would be coming through in the very near future 
it would be wise lo postpone the construction of the new church, 
and build it in the “new town” that many were sure would pe 
lid out. It was rumored that quite a few farmers had already 
psid out good money to the new project to encourage it along. 
However, it proved only to be a wild rumor that quickly subsid- 
ed. Again interest in the new church was revived, and Pastor 
Lutness was made Manager and Overseer of the building project 
as he had followed the carpenter trade in his pre-pastorate days 
and was, therefore, well qualified. 


So, finally the decision was made at the December 8th, 1915 
meeting at the home of E. E. Sondral. The time set for begin- 
ring the construction of the new church was to be on or about 
June 15, 1916—8 years after the Congregation’s organization. 
The church structure was to be 58 by 38 feet. Pastor Lutness 
did much to get the building started. But on April 15, 1916 he 
hended in his resignation, after serving as the Congregation’s 
pastor for about 5 years. But the church was now actually under 
construction with Hilbert Lee of Hillsboro, N. D. as the contrac- 
tor. 
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Church Pusic 


Sacred music has always been a part of every worship. 
There has been no exception to this in the Salem ‘Congregation. 
Especially in the early history of the Congrgation when the mem- 
bership was very small it was not always possible to organize a 
group for choral singing. But at different times and occasions 
temporary choirs were organized. Pastor Lutness was very much 
interested in church music and on occasion was able to get small 
groups together and train them as he was an excellent director. 


During Pastor Lutness’ five years of service there came to 
the community a young man‘by the name of Sigurd C. Bolstaa 
who spent about a year in our midst as a teacher in the Bingham 
school. He was a man of sterling qualities and strong ambitions. 
He was very much interested in music, especially vocal, and soon 
organized a choir of young men and women. He soon had a choir 
that did commendable work. If I remember correctly he also or- 
ganized a literary society and was certainly an asset to the Con- 
gregation and the community. Many of the members of the Salem 
Congregation still remember Mr. Bolstad. He now lives in Minne- 
apolis and has a fine printing establishment emploving a large 
staff of workers. 


On December 14, 1916 I find the first mention of an organist 
for the church when Miss Minna Haugstad was selected for that 
post. However, I have been informed that earlier, others occa- 
sionally served as organists, but not officially mentioned. Two of 
these have been mentioned: Miss Sophie Rensland (Mrs. Carl 
Bratager) and Miss Annie Snokely (Mrs. Henry Rensland). Each 
of them served for a short time before the church was built. 


Miss Haugstad was to receive a salary of $10.00 per year 
plus one offering. After serving as organist for about 3 years 
Minna Haugstad passed away during the flu epidemic of 1919, 
and Mrs. Anius [Lyng took her place. When the Lyngs moved out 
of the community, Miss Mabel Thompson was elected to take her 
place. Mabel is the present organist and has given painstaking 
and faithful service. 


The first instrument I can recall was an old style family or- 
gan. Some time later a piano was purchased and in this year of 
our 50th Anniversary the Congregation purchased a Conn Elec- 
tric organ. This is the very latest in church organs and is a fine 
addition to our church. 


Rev. O. J. Lutness had served the (Congregation since 1911 
6 years of faithful service in which the Congregation had made 
considerable progress. Following is a short biography of the life 
activities of Pastor Lutness. 
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Miss Mabel Thompson, the present Salem organist 
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Salem Choir — 1915 
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REV. OTTO JOHNSON LUTNESS (LUTNES) 


Your writer feels that he probably 
knew Rev. Otto Lutness better than any of 
the Pastors that have served the Salem 
Congregation. Pastor Lutness was_ very 


young peoples’ activities and church music. 
He was a hard worker, and his sermons al- 
ways showed careful preparation. During 
his pastorate the trend from the Norwegian 
to the American language was quite defin- 
ite and he frequently spoke in the American 
language. 

Rev. Otto Lutness was born July 6, 1879, in Cass Co., North 
Dakota. He attended Concordia College, 1897-1906, and was 
giaduated from that institution; U. C. Seminary, 1908-11 (C. T.). 
His first charge was at Nielsville, Minn. and the Salem Congrega- 
tion—for a period of 6 years. He was then called to Perley, Minn. 
where he served from 1916 to 1923. He was made Field Secre- 
tary of the North Dakota district, and Solicitor for Concordia 
College, 1923-24. Then he was called to serve as Pastor in Ender- 
lin, N. D., a position he held from 1924-49, or for 25 years. 

Rev. O. J. Lutness was prominent in the temperance move- 
ment and for 6 yerrs served as president of the Temperance 
mcvemen: of North Dakota, and a director for 3 years of the 
National Terperence o: ganiza’ion. 

He was married July 18, 1911 to Geline Charlotte Lee at 
Houston, Minn., and took up his pastorial duties shortly after. 

Illness forced Pastor Lutness into retirement from the min- 
istry in 1949 but recovered sufficiently so that he could devote 
himself to writing se monettes for the Enderlin newspaper, re- 
vising books for a Minneapolis religious publishing house and 
doing other assionmen's, such as writing short stories. 

Rev. and Mrs. Lutress were the parents of 8 children of 
whom 7 are living. He passed away in a Fargo hospital on August 
18, 1952, and was laid to rest in the Enderlin Cemetery. 


CHURCH BELL INSTALLED 
REV. JACOB NELSON DORDAL—1916 


Our third Pastor was Rev. J. N. Dordal who came from his 
first pastorate, at Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin. He served the Salem 
Congregation from 1916 to 1922. These were the war years and 
with them came the flu epidemic—death raged rampant through- 
out the community, claiming many of our members as its vic- 
tims. Among these were 3 members of the T. B. Haugstad fam- 
ily, several from the H. Monson family, and Odin Bijornstad, and 
others. The building of the Salem Church was completed. A little 
later a bell was installed in the church’s belfrey. According to the 
records the Ladies Aid paid at least a part of the cost of the bell. 
= Hy deposited $169.00 “toward the purchase of the church 
ell.” 
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In connection with this it is to be noted that there is no 
record in the books I have examined of how or when the cost of 
the building of the church was taken care of. However, in looking 
through the Ladies Aid Book we do find mention of the “Aid” 
coming to the rescue. I quote directly from the Aid Secretary’s 
report: 


“At the end of the year (1915), the Ladies Aid had in 
the bank $1,558.87. When the church was built, 1916, 
thig money was given to the church building.” 


So it seems quite safe to assume that the Ladies Aid bore 
most of the cost with reference to the building of the church, as 
well as that of the bell. I would suggest another name for the 
Ladies Aid than the one it is known by, namely: “The Pillars 
of the Church.” The (Congregation has always leaned heavily on 
the efforts of the ladies. 


Among other items of interest during this period are these: 
There was a real boost in new memberships to the Congregation. 
A “Decoration Committee” was named for the first time. Iver 
Moen Sr. Was elected “Klokker’”’ or Cantor to replace T. B. Haug- 
stad who passed away during the flu epidemic, and Mabel Thomp- 
son became the Organist. Usually, from 4 to 6 weeks of Parochial 
school was held every summer, with Sunday School during the 
regular school year. 


THE SALEM CEMETERY 


Oh! why should the spirit of mortal be proud? 

Like a swift, fleeting mirror, a fast flying cloud, 
A flash of the lightening, a break of the wave, 

He passeth from life to his rest in the grave. 


"Tis the wink of an eye, ’tis the draught of a breath, 
From the blossom of health to the paleness of death, 

From the guilded saloon to the bier and the shroud, 
Oh, why should the spirit of mortal be proud. 


The Salem (Cemetery is located about half a mile south of 
the Church and covers an area of 4 acres. I have been informed 
that it was originally registered under the name: “Elm River 
Coulee ‘Cemetery.” The land for the cemetery was donated in the 
early days by Bjorn Winge and Peter Smith—each donating two 
acres. 


For many years the cemetery was sadly neglected. However, 
after the organization of the Congregation the matter of clean- 
ing it up and surrounding it with a fence was taken up for con- 
sideration time and time again with very little being done. Today 
however, a committee is appointed every year consisting of sev- 
eral men who periodically cut the grass with equipment owned 
by the Salem Congregation. 
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REV. JACOB NELSON DORDAL 

Rev. Jacob Nelson Dordal was born on 
October 22, 1878, at Bamble, Norway. In 
1893, at the age of 15, he immigrated to the 
United States. During the next 12 years he 
worked on a farm. During 1906-08 he was 
a Parochial teacher at Ossian, Iowa. After 
that he attended the Red Wing Seminary, 
1905-07, 1909-12 (C. T.). He also attended 
the Home Correspondencee School, at 
Springfield, Mass. in 1908. 

His first pastorate was at Mt. Horeb, 
Wisconsin, 1912-16, and he then accepted a call to the St. Petr 
Congregation at Nielsville, and the Salem Congregation, where 
he remained for 5 years, 1916-1921. From there he moved to 
Maple Bay, Minnesota, where he accepted a call, 1921-22. His 
next call was to Ada, 1922-25; and then to Westby, Montana, 
1925-27, and then to Genesee, Idaho, 1927. For a number of 
years he also farmed near Mentor, Minnesota. 


Again he was called to serve a temporary pastorate at Niels- 
ville and Salem. This was in 1939. In 1941 the Bygland Parish 
ealled him to serve their congregations, temporarily, until a per; 
manent pastor was called. He remained there 2 years. 


Pastoy Dordal was united in marriage to Mabel Nesheim In 
1913. He passed away suddenly at Grand Forks, N. D. on March 
5, 1945, at the age of 67 years. After funeral services at Grand 
Forks he was laid to rest at Mentor, Minnesota. 


A NEW PASTOR 
SWINGING OVER TO THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE 


In 1922 Rev. Karl Stromme accepted a call to the pastorate 
of the Salem Congregation. Now, for the first time we notice a 
definite swinging over from the Norwegian language to the Amer- 
ican language. Of course, the change wasn’t sudden or complete 
zg there had been a tendency in that direction for some time. 
The church records are now being written in the American lang- 
uage, and the services are now being conducted in American 
from one third to half of the time. The old generation was grad- 
ually passing out of the picture and the younger group was grad- 
ually taking over the management of the church and its activities. 


World War I had come to a conclusion and many of the boys 
that had been in service had returned home. Not the church only, 
but the entire nation was entering a new era. So truly, this per- 
iod can certainly be referred to as ‘“‘an era of transition.” At the 
beginning of Pastor Stromme’s services the ™inister’s salarv was 
raised from $100.00 to $150.00, plus 3 offerings a year. The Or- 
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ganist’s and the Custodian’s salaries remained the same, namely 
$10.00 per year. Fuel was cheap in those days—from $1.50 to 
$2.50 per cord wood, and usually delivered at that price. 


At the December 2, 1925 meeting, H. A. Gordon resigned 
as the Congregation’s Secretary as he and his family were moving 
to Fargo, and G. T. Egeland was elected to take his place. H. A. 
Gordon had served as the Congregation’s secretary since its or- 
ganization, or about 18 years. In 1924 Pastor Stromme handed 
in his resignation after serving 3 years. 


REV. KARL STROMME 


Rev. Kar] Stromme was born on Nov. 
7, 1884, near Kristiansand, Norway. In the 
period, 1900-05 he worked as a carpenter in 
his home land of Norway. In 1905 he immi- 
grated to America. From 1905 to 1909 he i 
served in the capacity of an Emmissary. | 4 
He attended Pleasant View College from 
1909 to 1911, and then entered the U. C. Sie 
Seminary, 1911-1914 .(C. T.). 2a 
His first pastorate was at Joplin, Mont., om 
where he served as many aS 8 congrega- 
tions at one time. This was from 1914 to 1917. His next call was [ 
to San Francisco, (California, 1917-22; and then he came to Niels- 4 
ville, Minn., and also served the Salem Congregation—1922-24. 


From here he went to, Port Richmond, New York, 1924. He again | 4 
returned to the west and accepted a call at Buxton, N. D., where Ea 
he took over the pastorate of 4 congregations. At the time of his at 
death, which was sudden, he also served as Superintendent of the | 2x 
Grand Forks Home for the Aged. ek 


Rev. Karl Stromme was married to Nellie Gertrude Erickson 
in 1914. He passed away at Park River, N. D. His remains were ee 
entered at Grand Forks. ty 


Pastor Stromme was a unique character in many ways. He 
Was a man of great versatility. He was a poet and a writer of no 
mean ability. I have been told by men in his calling that Mr. 
Stiomme was one of the best theologically informed in his pro- 
fession. He had a keen sense of humor and was frequently in de 
rand as a popular speaker at various public gatherings.A number 
of his poems and songs were published in newspapers and in books. 
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PASTOR BRODLAND RETURNS 


Pastor Brodland was again called to serve the Salem Con- 
gregation, and remained for an additional 14 years. Many changes 
had taken place in the years Mr. Brodland had been living in 
South Dakota. Many new members, too, had joined the church, 
and it had grown and expanded in many ways. 


At the suggestion of Pastor Brodland a new railing was 
built around the chancel. He brought up the matter of Mission 
Services. Mrs. G. T. Egeland, who had served as Sunday School 
Superintendent for many years asked to be relieved of her dut- 
ies since the Sunday School, too, now was conducted in. the En~- 
lish language and she didn’t feel competent enough to handle 
the language. Consequently, Mrs. O. J. Bjornstad was elected to 
take her place. 


“KLOKKER” DISCONTINUED 


On December 1, 1927, a drastic change occured in the Con- 
gregation when the office of “Klokker’ or Cantor was discon- 
tinued. Undoubtedly, some of the older members didn’t like to 
discard with a custom that had been in use since they lived in 
Norway. 


On March 19, 1928, the matter of building a besement came 
up for discussion. A committee was elected to arrange for this. 
Pastor Brodland cautioned the members to “go easy” as he didn’t 
think the financial situation was too good. He also complained 
about the children being confirmed at too tender an age, and 
recommended that they shouldn’t be confirmed until they were 
14 or 15 years of age. This was concurred in by the Congregation. 


At a business meeting in 1928 it was ‘explained that the 
basement would cost approximately $1499.15, and it was also 
decided that every member should pay not under $15.00 per year 
—this money to be used for the annual Congregational expenses, 
At this meeting it was also agreed that a furnace should be in- 
Stalled at a cost of about $231.00, and tables and benches at an 
eee cost of $44.15, or all of these items at a total cost of 

1765.15. 


It was also discussed whether the word “NORSK” should or 
should not be eliminated from the name, “NORSK LUTHERSK 
KIRKE.” The consensus of opinion was that the name should re- 
main as it was. 


_ The first entry in the Secretary’s book, written in the Ame-- 
ican language, is found under the date of November 28, 193(. 
The Norwegian language was dying slowly but surely. 
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“THE DEPRESSION OF THE 30s” 


Reading between the lines one is impressed with the fact 
that the “Depression” was being felt. However, a “porch” or 
entry to the church was built at a cost of $130.00, including both 
labor and material. Selmer Hoff did the work. 

At this time Pastor Brodland made a deduction of $50.00 
from his salary. Studying the church records one can’t help but 
being impressed with the feeling that there was a shortage of 
roney in the community. Collections were slow and donations 
smaller. 7 

At the July 31, 1939 meeting Pastor Brodland was présented 
with the automobile he had been driving as he had decided to re- 
sion and move back to South Dakota. In all he had served the 
Salem Congregation for a period of 18 years, and no pastor could 
have been more conscientious and more dedicated in his work. 

So, again, under date of December 1, 1939, appears the name 
of the new Pastor, Rev. J. N. Dordal, who had been secured as 
an interim minister for about one year. 

At this time we also note the word “USHER.” It appears 
that ushers had not been customarv up to this time. The first 
ushers were Ovey Wegge and Carl! Sondral. 


REV. HANS FINSTAD—1940 


On July 7, 1940, the new Pastor, Rev. Hans Finstad, was in- 
stalled in the St. Petri Church at Nielsville, and became the 7th 
Pastor—counting the Revs. Brodland, and Dordal twice. 

On December 6, 1940, a motion was made that Art. 3 of 
the ‘Constitution be changed to read that all confirmed members 
21 years or older, can vote. Committee chosen were: Pastor Hans 
M. Finstad, Ovey Wegge and Tom Skredtvedt. On May 22, 1941 
these same men were chosen on a committee to serve on the 
changing of the Constitution of the Church from Norwegian to 
English, also a resolution was adopted to help pay for repairs on 
the St. Petri Parsonage at Nielsville. The Parsonage is owned by 
the St. Petri Congregation, and, as I understand it, the Salem 
Congregation pays a stipulated amount each year for its share 
in housing the Pastor and his family. At this time the Salem 
Congregation was paying its Pastor a salary of $175 per annum. 

On December 5, 1941, the Constitution was reported as hav- 
ing been translated from the Norwegian to the English language, 
2nd was adopted, article by article, as read. This was another, 
Perhaps, the final ‘step in the Americanizing of the Congregation. 

At the June 5, 1942 meeting a bonus of $35.00 was voted and 
given to Pastor Finstad. At the next meeting, in June, Dewalt 
Palm was elected as Treasurer to supplant Tom Wegge who had 
held the position for about 17 years. Tom had recently passed 
« ay from a lingering illness. At this meeting another bonus of 
$25.00 was given the Pastor. 
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PASTOR FINSTAD RESIGNS—PASTOR LEE TAKES OVER 


After 6 years of service Rev. Mr. Finstad decided to resign, 
and Pastor Orlando Lee, recently of Lakota, N. D., became our 
8th Pastor. Below is a brief biography of Pastor Finstad: 


REV. HANS M. FINSTAD 


Rev. H. M. Finstad was born February 
5, 1902 to parents Christian and Anne Fin. 
stad. He graduated from the High Schoo1 at 
Soldiers Grove, Wisconsin in 1919, receiv- 
ing his B. A. Degree from St. Olaf College 
in 1924 and the C. T. Degree from Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota in 1928. 

He was ordained June 10, 1928, at the 
North Kickapoo Church, Soldiers Grove, 
Wis., by the Rev. M. Finstad. 

He was married to Edel Lien of Port- 
land, North Dakota, June 26, 1928. (Children: Harold, Anne, Inga 
and Paul. His first Parish was at Lawler, Iowa, where he served 
from 1928 to 1940. He served the Nielsville Parish from 1940 to 
1946, and the Soldiers Grove, Wis. Parish from 1946 to 1950: and 
the Mt. Sterling, Wis. Parish from 1950 to 19 


REV. O. A. LEE—OUR 8TH PASTOR 


The Salem Congregation has now rounded out its first 40 
years—a little more than a generation. As we look back over 
those years we probably can’t boast that the growth has been 
phenominal. Nor have there really been any radical changes. 
Basically, the Christian religion remains the same athough some 
of its forms may change from time to time. Considering the lim- 
itations of our community I think we can say that our Church 
has made a healthy growth these last 40 years. 


On taking over the Pastorate of the Salem Congregation, 
Pastor Lee suggested that the Church grounds be improved and 
graveled and a few trees planted. This has been done. 


Mabel Thompson was again elected Organist and Shirley 
Wegge, Assistant Organist. Also at this time the “Envelope Sys- 
tem” of receiving the weekly collections was adopted. It- was 
furthermore decided that the money received into the Luther 
League Treasury be used for Religious School work. It may be 
stated here that for many years the Luther League in the St. 
Petri and the Salem Congregations have been held jointly, and 
usually in the Nielsville Church. A new office was created at the 
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December 5, 1950 meeting known as “Financial Secretary”. Ern- 
est E. Peerson was elected to this office. 


Also, during Pastor Lee’s Pastorate it was agreed that the 
Ladies Aid and the Congregation should pay off the balance of 
the Lutheran World Action Budget. Blowers and other improve- 
ments of the heating system were also installed. The Pension 
Plan for retired ministers was also brought up for discussion and 
approved. Another innovation, ‘“God’s Acre Plan” was also adop- 
ted for the financing of a church furnace (oil) was discussed and 
accepted. 


Other repairs and improvements were also made during this 
period. These were: shingling and painting job on the Church 
and the remodeling of the Belfry. Also a repair job on the floor 
and the stairway—all this to be paid for by the Ladies Aid. The 
contract price for these jobs amounted to $630, with an added 
charge of $45.00 for labor. 


At the February 11, 1954 meeting it was decided that the 


Congregation give Pastor Lee a bonus of $150.00, in lieu of a 


raise in salary. A aise in the Custodian’s salary from $10.00 to 
$30.00 per year was approved. By the way, Albert Haugstad has 
been a most efficient Custodian in the Church from the time the 
Church was built. 


Rev. Mr. Lee’s salary at this time is recorded as $350.00 per 
annum, plus a bonus. A bonus of $30.00 was given to Mabel 
Thompson, and $25.00 was sent to the Eventide Home at Moor- 
head, and $60.00 was placed in the budget for pulpit assistance. 


The above matters are brought to your attention just to give 
you an idea as to how the money is being expended from time to 
time. 


On October 10, 1954, Rev. O. A. Lee turned in his resignation 
to accept a call to the Trinity Lutheran Church at Moorhead, 
Minnesota. A call committee was elected, consisting of Roy L. 
Gordon, Ernest E. Peerson, Vernon Morehart and Selmer Wegge. 


During Pastor Lee’s Pastorate many improvements and 
changes were made, and an encouraging number of new members 
were received into the Congregation. Below I give a short biog- 
raphy of Pastor Lee: 
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REV. ORLANDO LEE 


Rev. Orlando iLee was born on April 15, 
1909, at Ferryville, in Crawford \Co., Wis., 
to parents Ole and Mena Lee. He was grad- 
uated from the Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin 
High School in 1929, and the Vernon Co 
Normal School at Viroqua, Wis., in 1930. He 
taught school at Ferryville, Wis., from 1930 
to 1934. 

He attended Gale Jr. College at Gales- 
ville, Wis., during ‘the school vear 1934-35, 
to 1937. He attended Luther’ College at De- 
corah, Iowa, where he received his B. A. Degree. ; 


In 1941 he received his '\C. T. Degree from Luther Seminery, 
St. Paul, Minn. He was ordained June 15, 1941, in the Freeman 
Church, Ferryville, Wisconsin, by Dr. Martin Anderson. 


He was married to Myrtle Strand of Canton, S. D., June 18, 
1941. Children: David and Gloria. He has served the following 
Parishes: Galata, Montana, 1941-1943; Lakota, North Da*ota, 
1943-1947; St. Petri, Nielsville, Minn. and Salem Parish, 1947- 
1955; Trinity Lutheran Church of Moorhead, Minn., 1955—. 


THE CONCLUDING CHAPTER AND REV. EDWARD w. 
JOHNSHOY 


Pastor Lee seived our Congregation through an era of 
changes and progress. While we were sorry to see him leave we 
are glad to see him enter into a field of greater activity. 


On September 15, 1955, Rev. Edward Johnshoy was installed 
ly District President A. E. Hanson of the Northern Minnesota 
District, at a joint service held at the St. Petri Church at Niels- 
ville, Minnesota. Although Pastor Johnshoy and his family hae 
been with us less than two years at this time, it is needless to say 
that he has won the respect, confidence and love of all his par- 
ishioners. Since his installation, our parish which throughout the 
years belonged to the Moorhead Circuit, joined up with the Crook- 
ston Circuit in 19F6. Up till that time the Hyland and the Scandia 
Congregations also belonged to the Nielsville Parish. As a closing 
chapter we submit a brief biography of our present Pastor: 
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REV. EDWARD W. JOHNSHOY 


Rev. Edward Walter Johnshoy was born in Tracy, Minnesota 
on October 26, 1917 of the parents, Dr. J. Walter Johnshoy (who 
passed away in 1947) and Mrs. Helga ((Larson) Johnstoy. 


Pastor Johnshoy was the first of 5 sons—second of 9 chil- 
dren, and is one of 4 brothers in the ministry of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 


He graduated with the Moorhead High School class of 1935, 
and ieceived his B. A. Degree from Concordia College in HES 
attended Luther Seminary 1939-41 and 47. 


He served with the U. S. Army Air Force from 1942 to 1946. 


Mr. Johnshoy was married to Naomi Larson in 1944. They 
have three children: Steven, 1946; Daniel, 1951 and Mary, 1952. 


Before coming to the Nielsville Parish Pastor Johnshoy 
served the following Congregations: Associate Pastor, - Olivet 
Lutheran, Fargo, 1947-1948; Bowman, N. D., 1949-1953; First 
Lutheran, Pasco, Washington. 


And this brings us to the close of the first 50 years of the 
history of the Salem Congregation. I admit it is a pretty sketchy 
account and of necessity so much has had to be left out. At the 
best it can only serve as an outline. 


In closing I might mention that only 2 of the original Charter 
members are living today, namely: Anton Thompson of Bingham 
Township and Henry A. Gordon of Hillsboro, North Dakota. But 
also a few of the wives of Charter members are still living. The 
names that come to my mind are the following: Mrs. E. E. (Gina) 
Sondral, Mrs. Anton Thompson, Mrs. Adolph Halvorson of 
Seattle, Wash.; Mrs. H. Monson of Caledonia, N D.; Mrs. Thor- 
mod Wegge; and, Mrs. Olaus Hauge, (now Mrs. Helena Benson.), 


May God prosper and bless the Salem Congregation during 


the next 50 years as He did during the first 50 years of its exis- 
tance. 
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Salem L. A. gathering at the T. B 


Salem Congregation — Pastor O. H. Br 
sermon in North Schoolhouse - 1911 


Salem’s living charter 
members: Anton Thomp- 
son and Henry A. Gor- 
don. 


Se. 


odland’s farewell 


Haugstad farm. Talzen in 1910 
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TO a a CRE ge 


PASTOR E. W. JOHNSHOY AND OFFICERS 
Left to right: Selmer Wegge, Erwin Hedde, Gilbert Rensland, 
Charles Burd, Edwin Palm, Pastor Johnshoy, Alvin Foss, Ernest 
Peerson, Dewalt Palm, Roy Gordon 


FIRST BIBLE CLASS TO GRADUATE FROM SALEM 
: May 26, 1957 

Left to right: Harlan Morehart; Warren Foss ; Charles N. Gordon, 

who taught the class the first two years: Vern Wegge; Walter 

Bagge, who taught the class the last two years; James Olson 

and Bruce Brokke 
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Laties flil History 


The “History of the Ladies Aid” should really have been 
written by one of its members. As stated in the history of the 
Congregation, a very complete history of the “Aid”—covering 53 
years of its activity, has already been compiled by Mrs. (Hulda) 
Gordon) Selness, and since that history covers between 75 and 
80 pages of typewritten matter, it is obvious that this must 
be a mere sketch. In fact, I am going to take the liberty of just 
quoting from what has already been written, with a few com- 
ments of my own added. 


“Until the year 1904, there had been no Ladies Aid in this 
community, as some of the families belonged to the Nielsville 
Congregation and to that Aid, some to the Belmont and others 
to the Caledonia. 


“On December 15, 1904, a group of 8 women, together with 
their Pastor, Rev. O. H. Brodland and Mrs. Brodland, met at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. T. B. Haugstad, just west of the church, 
und organized what ever since has been known as the “Salem 
Ladies Aid.” 


“These 8 Charter Meter were Mrs. T. B. Haugstad, Mes: 
Gina Sondral, Mrs. Anton Thompson, Mrs. G. T. Egeland, Mrs. C. 
L. Gordon, Mrs. Ole M. Berg, Mrs. H. A. Gordon and Mrs. Christ 
Peterson. 


“The AIM of this Ladies Aid was to work for the Missions.; 
The Norwegian language was used for a number of years. At; 
this meeting Rev. O. H. Brodland chose for his reading a passage. 
from the 9th Chapter of Matt.—from the 35th verse to the end, 
of the Chapter. 


“The first election was very eet One of the ladies said to 
another lady: ‘Hvist du vil vere President saa skal jeg vere Vise 
President.’ And that was all there was to that election. Mrs. T. B. 
Haugstad became President and Mrs. G. T. Egeland, Vice Presi- 
dent, and Mrs. Christ Peterson was chosen the first Treasurer. 


“The sum of 25¢ was paid for lunch at this meeting. This 
was handed to the President to buy materials. The second meet- 
ing was held at the home of Mrs. Peterson, and the third at the 
home of Mrs. C. L. Gordon. 


“At first when they met they used to set the table and the 
lunch consisted of home-baked bread, lefse, cold meat, home- 
made polsa, or head cheese, jelly, pickles, prim, prim sauce, cale 
and cookies, and the coffee pot was passed around several times. 
The price for all this was just 10c. 


“After some time they began to pass the plates around to 
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“Most of the work fell to the President, as she had to buy 
the materials and prepare the work for the next meeting. Then 
she would come, with her valise, filled with work, and give each 
her piece of work as they would all work when they had their 
meetings. They" always had several quilts made from pieces of 
wool or calico that had been donated. They made aprons, many 
with cross-stitch on gingham, crocheted doilies, tidies for rocking 


chairs, crothétedJace for aprons and pillow cases, knitting—both 
socks and mitténS—from wool they had themselves carded and 
spun into yarn, and other articles. 

“In the fall of the year they had their sale. Having no church 
these sales were conducted in the school. Hause. The. Swvomen 
brought baskets of food, and if there were some thatdidit have 
any baskets, they were invited to eat with others. The lunch was 
free to all. Two men would write down the name of the article’ 
sqd, and collect the money, afd not. the Aid Secretary. But after 
th® sale the a A ee vaagil over to her. THE MONEY 

HERED IN DU HE YEAR WAS SENT TO THE 
MESSIONS, *~cullbin- add ain a 
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PRIMITIVE MEANS ORBRRANSPORTATION 


“It was not as easy to get to tHesmeetings then as now, when 
we have cars. They either had to wast or drive with horses and 
buggies or wagons, and in the winter time with sleighs. The 
mpetings were Always hele«3h the homes, and the lady of the 
hduse would not only meet you at the door, but would walk out 
tofwhere you had your rig, bid you welcome, and escort you into 
the house, and often help you to remove your coat and overshoes. 
They brought their work baskets with them, and were busy 
working until it was time to go hgme. In about the same way 
their meetings went on year after year. a re 

“What wasn’t sent to the Missions was set aside—hoping 
that some day a church*could be built. During the summer months 
pienics and ice cream social# were held, .tSually in the Breland 
wdods, or other convenient places. The ice cream mentioned was 
always the old-fashioned, home-made kind and the “freezer’ was 
cranied by hand.‘This was hand work and required a Yot of “Ibo 
grease,” and a lot of patience. 

i I might add here tha#Pastor Brodland rarely failed to come 
to| the Aid meetings, summer or winter, regardless of how bad 
th roads were. He was an expert skiier and would often make 
the rounds on his skiis—even in the worst blizzards. 

' “Pastor Brodland resigned in 1911, and Rev. O. J. Lutness 
with his bride took over. By this time several others had joined 
the “Aid”, and so through the years—some came and _ others 
went. At the end of 1915 the “Aid” had in the bank $1558.87. In 
1916 this money was given to the Church Building Fund.” 

Here let us skip along to 1925. There had been only 8 officers 


Mr. & Mrs. G. T. EGELAND 
Mrs. Egeland was the lst Salem 
ladies aid president. 


MRS. T. B. HAUGSTAD 
Second. president of the Salem 
Ladies Aid 


MRS. CHRIST PEDERSON 
First secretary-treasurer of the 
Salem Ladies Aid 
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in the “Aid”, but now a Secretary was added. Hulda Gordon was 
the first Secretary of the “Aid.” A church basement was built in 
1928 and a wood furnace installed. The “Aid” helped to finance 
these. 


CHAPTER MEMBERS HONORED 

In October 1928, nearly 34 years since the “Aid” was organ- 
ized, a donation Aid was held in the church, in honor and in mem- 
ory of the Charter Members. The tables had been decorated 
{astefully in white and yellow. On one side of the table sat the 
Charter Members still active in the “Aid,” Mrs. T. B. Haugstad, 
Mrs. Gina Sondral, Mrs. Anton Thompson. Mrs. H. A. Gordon 
heving moved away, was not present. Rev. and Mrs. Brodland 
were among the honor guests. On the other side of the table 
were the vacant chairs, in Memory of those passed away. Lunch 
for the table was donated by the daughters of the Charter Mem- 
kers. The first delegates to the W. M. F. Convention from this 
Aid was at Shelly in 1934, and each time a report has been given 
at one of the first meetings held. 

“Three years ago we had “Birthday Tables” every 3 months. 
The last 2 years we have had different committees, such as a 
Quilting Committee, Knitting Committee, Refreshment Commit- 
tee, and a Working Committee. (Since this is from a report in 
the late 30s I take it for granted that some of these committees 
have now been discontinued. C. N. G.) 


MONEY TAKEN IN AND DISBURSED 

“It may be of interest to note that the least we have taken 
m at any regular Ladies Aid meeting is $1.00, and the most 
218.57. And the amount taken in at the regular meetings for 
Ivnch from 1915 to the beginning of 1939, in round figures, is 
$3,300.00, and for the sale of fancy work in the same period of 
time is $2,500.00. 

“All this has been spent on the church building and its up- 
keep, besides what has been sent to Missions and other charity 
work. In 1940 electric lights were installed, and later the wood 
work in the basement was painted and stained. This is up to 1942. 

“Until 1943 the “Aid” had not sent any delegates to the Dis- 
trict Convention, but on June 4 and 5, Mrs. Edwin Bagge was 
elected as a delegate to the Covention in Fergus Falls, and she 
later gave a full report. 

“Different gifts have been received by the Church through 
the Ladies Aid. In 1944 Mrs. S. S. Wegge gave an Altar Bible to 
the Church in memory of her son, Tom. The “Aid” gave the 
Christian and the Service Flags to the Congregation. An Honor 
Roll was given by Mr. and Mrs. Jens Selness. Pastor Finstad de- 
livered the Dedication speech. Many other gifts have also been 
given to the Church. ae 

“It is tempting to go on and on enumerating the different 
services that have been rendered through the Ladies Aid, but 
space will not permit. It seems that nobody either within or out- 
side of the Congregation of the Community has been neglected 
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either in a material or spiritual sense when the occasion has pre- 
sented itself 

“Here ig an item that may be of interest to the reader: In 
trying to figure out the amount taken in at the regular meetings, 
the Birthday Tables, and those that paid instead of serving at 
the regular meetings, from 1942 until the end of 1954 (just 12 
years), we find it is something like $6,700.00—not counting the 
first 10 years when the books were in some way destroyed.” 


A FEW ADDED ITEMS OF INTEREST 
At the present the “Aid” is divided into 3 Circles or Groups, 
each group serves at Birthday Table meetings, held 3 times a year. 
The Ladies Aid at the present has about 30 members and 2 
Associate members. 
As an example of some of the gifts given away from time to 
time we take this from the 1954 records. This is only a partial 


list: 

L.. Seammann’s MISSION  ~-cxerxsesemnscecereccemencemecnrcenenneserennerrrnneronnneerrnrmereomervenmens 10.00 
DATE Cyr ry VW OL BUY Coe ra arcsec ree cannon erene tere FA) 
3. Salerm Sumday Schoo]  vnnenmeennnvcseneseseesneenrnseenternneene 

Fs Wed 1 Boye: Cyd Cd Sh 0) A ae eee I 

5. Mrs. Joseph Hestad -rrs-cxx-exccseceneencessessemneenseeseeennsctmnmuseenestnaennmnstesneen i 
6. Pastor and Mrs. O. H. Brod lard ~-cvvvesevcssocncccereescessesensenseencennesen 5.00 
7. Pastor and Mrs. Edward W. JOWnMSHOy. ~rcrxxxcsxcccecceeceeceeseeeneen - 25.00 
8. 


TYE Cle OTT i eh Ge OOO acne errr 10.00 


1957 Officers of Salem Ladies Aid (1 to r): Mrs. Martin Berg, 
treas.; Mrs. Edwin Palm, secy.; Mrs. Charles Burd, preside t; 
Mrs. Walter Bagge, first vice president; Mrs. Vernon Morehart, 
second vice president. 
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FROM THE°MOORHEAD TO THE CROOKSTON CIRCUIT 


Up to 1956 the Salem Congregation belonged to the Moor- 
head Circuit, together with the St. Petri, the Hyland and the 
Scandia Congregations. Since then we have Become members of 
the Crookston Circuit. The officers at this time (1956) are list- 
éd below: —..as.aiT . ait tas 


1. President - - - - - - Mrs. Berent Johnson 
2. Ist Vice Presiden - ~ ~ - Mrs. Walter Bagge 
3. 2nd Vice President - - -  - Mrs. Vernon Haugstad 
3. Decretarvel cniciue, Magteecpsermes f-  - Mrs:’Edwin Paim 
4. Treasurer - ir - - - - Mrs. Chas. Burd 
DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES ris 
1, Missionary Secretary .- - - - Mrs. Selmer.Wegge 
2. Charities -..,% - - - - Mrs. John Bagge 
3. Promotion -+ - - ~ - - Mrs. Ovey Wegge 
4. Life Membership and Memoriam - Mrs. Vernon Morehart 
5. Higher Education and Christian Nurture - Mrs. R. L. Gordon 
6. ‘Christian Education and Cradle Roll - Mrs. Gilbert Rensland 
7. Historian +y) - - - - - Mrs. Jens Selness 
Two new Department Secretaries were added for 1956: 
1. Social Action ’ - - - ~ - - Mrs. Alvin Foss 
27 Radiogfandwlaly womee.-) =-sen- - Mrs. Erwin Hedde 


Also a Flower Committee was added: Mrs. Gilbert Renslan«w 
and: Mrs. Alvin Foss. ats 


Bible Studies’ were also given this year with Mrs. Walter 
Bagge opening the Study by reading from Acts 4:1-13. Mrs. 
Vernon Haugstad presented the first lesson on the study of Peter 
and his Epistles. Pastor Johnshoy gave the second Bible Lesson, 
Mrs. Charles Burd gave the third lesson, Mrs. Alvin Foss the 
fourth and fifth lessons, etc. 


Also this year the President, Mrs. Berent Johnson, appoint- 
ed ‘the following Committee to draw up a Constitution for the 
Ladies Aid: Mrs. Vernon Morehart, Mrs. Albert Haugstad and 
Mrs. Charles Burd. "' 


But, I could go on and on, and still not begin to cover the 
activities of the Salem Ladies Aid during the first 53 years. This 
brief and sketchy history can only serve as an index to all that 
hag been accomplished and —I believe—will be accomplished in 
the years that lie ahead. 
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ANNUAL REPORT SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 1956 


OFFICERS FOR 1957 


7 CONGREGATION Miss Mabel Thompson 
| Organist 
Edwin Palm —---- Secretary Mrs. Ovey Wegge 2 aks 
Roy L. Gordon — Treasurer Mrs. Walter Bagge * ae 
Ernest E. Peerson ---------- eereeneenrcoreconeces Asst. S. S. S. 
wee Fin’] Sec’y Albert Haugstad .. Caretaker 
Dewalt Palm --—--— Deacon Parish Education Committee: 


Deacon Mrs. Bordin Wegge, Mrs. Roy 


| Selmer Wegge 


Charles Burd .. Deacon Gordon. 
Alvin Foss ~----—--- Trustee Ushers: Loren Wegge, My- 
Erwin Hedde ~----— .. Trustee ron Bratager, Richard Burd, 


Gilbert Rensland ~~. Trustee Earl Hedde. 


Delegates to District Convention, June 11 at Duluth: Alvin Foss. 


Alternate: Selmer Wegge. 
LADIES AID BROTHERHOOD 


Vernon Helgeland ~—— Pres 
; Arlen Paulsrud ...... V. , 
Mrs. Charles Burd.-President Geant Scie ae eee 
Mrs. Walter Bagge ~ V. Pres. Odin Bjornstad .... Treasurer 
Mrs. Edwin Palm -.~--. Sec’y 
Mrs. Vernon Morehart --- LUTHER LEAGUE 
end Seressaee Carol. braaten s--— President 
Mrs. Martin Berg --—-- Treas. Vernon Wegge -..- Vice Pres. 
Hileen Tronnes -- Secretary 


FROM THE CHURCH RECORDS—1956 


49 regular services conducted during the year. 2 visiting pastors: 
Boe and Finstad. 

5 Holy Communions on 5 occasions at time of the regular service. 

2 Baptisms and 3 were confirmed; 3 funerals, but no marriages. 

140 baptized members; 104 confirmed. 

172 total individual communions. 


SALEM CONGREGATION BUDGET FOR 1957 
OUR WORSHIP and SERVICE: 


Every Sunday Service Bulletims n-ne $ 20.00 
Family Altar Devotional Materia] rnc 14.50 
Lutheran Herald in Every Home. --------------- 76.00 
Tracts, Literature, Prt, mrcresrccsqsecseoeccwssscnsccoseennssesssorsen 95.00 


RR nee re 


a ge ne EN SE I RT 


Office Supplies, Peng Postage ———--—- 25.00 


Church Schoolteet widens 50.00 


Cemetery Fung 545s cet ——~ 150.00 $ 360.50 
OUR PASTOR and Bee wena Ey 
Pastor (salary) - Sates weeeusartereeenoemeensesermeecte JOA) 
Organist (salary) En rE TE 8 bE - 100.00 
ParochialL.lLeacher ees4—.3e eee. - 140.00 
ONG ane ee ee ee ~ 30.00 
Pension Allowance, Pastor steneeeseeeeeseecceeasesseneraseseccreensesseereees 63. 48 
Travel Expense, Conventions envercmerceuenmnnnene 125.00 
Office FON yan anne someeeeneenncnmecnneenn ee LOFOO 
Parsonave Utilities =a = ee - 100.00 $1566.48 


FINANCIAL REPORT - SAILEM (CONGREGATION—1956 


The Financial Report for 1956 is quite long, but interesting. 
However, it would take many pages to reproduce it in this write- 
up, item by item. So, in order to economize in space I shall take 
the liberty of summarizing it, as much as possible. 


RECEIPTS a‘. 
Balance on hand, December ae 1955 stteeeeeseeersessesessescsscesenecsseescsccsecsa senneees: 5 927 88 


Collections, Offerings, Refunds, Ladies Aid Loan, Ete. .... 3346.59 


DISBURSEMENTS 
Sslaries, Fuel, Elec. Missions, Loans, Repairs, Ete. -.$3624.95 
Balance on Hand Bess gavencucoesuntanneces tances ansseooressunanatuon-mersapacenpeetrtteats vytaseasseectinettere tee eee 649.02 
MOCA as DIS OU US CTIVCT) G Smee te coerce ee $4273.97 


ANNUAL REPORT OF FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Dec. 11, 1956 - Ernest E. Peerson 


Sunday Offerings (env.) and Loose Change Offerings -..$2202.56 
Trustee Collection-Gilbert Rensland, Erwin Hedde 


CyAVel VNta be DaCO Ch ea tices cee ct acters creer I yc connor - 709.35 
Total Income for Year 1956 nt SACD i i OI 


Other Offerings - Festival, Lenten, Mission, Eventide —. 243.98 


Grand Total Ingathering eee ME Ges 

Memorials: Sylvia Paterson, 0s mauestads 

and Harold Howland - wsenenrenmneneneeneimenevrmmemm 159,10 

All money from Memorials ‘and, ‘all expenses taken care of by 
the Treasurer. 


Broo $3155.89 
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FINANCIAL REPORT—SALEM LADIES AID 
Mrs. Chas. Burd, Treasurer 


Balance brought forward January 1, 1956 ~-.—-——-------—-$._ 489.76 
RECEIPTS 
Regular meetings, Birthday Tables, Department 
Offerings, MisSiomg cvvrssersssssssssesssneemseeeneeenseemeesnssensesnssenaemneteny . 919.78 
Opal ees cena ES ASO 54 
DISBURSEMENTS 


SENT TO BUDGET: 
Self Denials, Mission Box, Home and Foreign 
VET SS TOTS © FRACIO ge UC ces mneesenar ecg crcensene mectecnrerveenrerctteesenrrerrene ae hay APA SA 
GIVEN AS MEMORIALS: Fred Peerson, Olaus Haug- 

stad, Munter Children, Harold Howland and Rev. 

Oe ce bay me UN Gly pee Ra ee el el Bl eth ae ees oe Jam 25.00 


GIFTS AT CHRISTMAS TIME: Gift to Eventide, to 
the Pastor, Bible Society, Lutheran Welfare, 


ELC, ChurchiforiDeafiE tet. 2at oes 07.00 
ALL OTHER DISBURSEMENTS: About 30 items ——-- 510.41 
Total Gifts at Christmas Time —————-———--------»$_ 864.93 


SUMMARY, JANUARY 1, 1957: 


‘Money brought forward and income 1956 neeenermne 1409.54 
DiSDUTSCMENES  wervscnnnnneceecenseeeenntenseneeemeeemeeneenttnnerneemmemenenmnnnntmenennsne 964,93 
Balance brought forward, January 1, 1957 —————_—__...§._ 544.61 


ST. PETRI - SALEM LUTHER LEAGUE 
Vernon Roningen, Treasurer 
Receipts Disburs’ts. 
BALANCE from 1955 -—— -$ 53.58 


Collections, mostly from lunches ——-———— 118.95 
Expenditures - Films, Christmas Trees, 
Books, Ete. $139.03 
$172.53 $139.03 
Balance on Hand —————————_—-$_ 33.50 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING—DECEMBER 11, 1956 
Edwin Palm, Secretary 


The Annual Meeting of the Salem Congregation was held at 
8:00 P. M., December 11, 1956, Pastor Johnshoy presiding. The 
meeting came to order with the reading of Scripture and Prayer 
by Pastor Johnshoy. The Treasurer’s Report wag read and a mo- 
tion made by Erwin Hedde and seconded by Alvin Foss that the 
report be approved as read. Motion carried. The Financial Sec- 
retary’s report was read and a motion made by Alvin Foss and 
seconded by Gilbet Rensland that the report be approved as read. 
Motion carried. The Synodical Budget was set at $990.00. A mo- 
tion was made by Dewalt Palm and seconded by Selmer Wegge 
th~t we leave it at that figure. Motion carried. The over-all Budget 
for Salem Congregation was set at $4051.18. A motion was made 
by Ernest Peerson and seconded by Roy Gordon that it be left at 
that figure. Motion carried. 


A unamious vote was cast for Charles Burd as Deacon for 
a term of 2 years; Edwin Palm for Secretary for 1 year and Gil- 
bert Rensland, Trustee for 3 years. Also unanimously elected was 
Ernest Peerson, Financial Secretary for 1 year; Roy Gordon 
Treasurer for 1 year; Miss Mabel Thompson, Organist for 1 year: 
Sunday School Superintendent, Mrs. Ovey Wegge; Assistant 
Superintendent, Mrs. Walter Bagge; Parish Education Committee 
Mrs. Bordin Wegge, Mrs. Roy Gordon; Ushers, Loren Wegge, 
and Myron Bratager;Alternates, Richard Burd and Earl Hedde; 
Janitor, Albert Haugstad; Delegates to the District Convention 
at Duluth June 11-13, Alvin Foss; Alternate, Selmer Wegge. 


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned 
with the praying of the Lord’s Prayer. 


PASTOR’S REPORT 
From the Church Records: 


In this year of Grace, only just begun, be in regular attend- 
ance at the Church service and in sharing at the Communion 
Table. Be diligent in prayer for yourself, for your family, for 
your Church with its pastors and officers, for the Kingdom of 
God at home and abroad, for your country—in fact, for all men. 
The prayers of God’s Children “availeth much.” The distressing 
and dangerous times in which we live call for the earnest prayers 
of all who love Christ and His Kingdom, that His rule may be es- 
tablished in the lives of the people. 
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SOME CONCLUDING ITEMS 


_ LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
The Lutheran Brotherhood was organized during Mr. Fin- 
stad’s Pastorate and is the latest affiliate of the Congregation. 
One third of the meetings are conducted in the Salem Church and 
the other two-thirds in the St. Petri Church at Nielsville, Minn. 


THE SOLDIER’S ROSTER 
A Roster of all the boys that served their country during 
World War I is on display in the main auditorium of the church. 
However, this Roster has. not been kept up-to-date, so shall not 
list the names here. Suffice to say that every able-bodied young 
man, of draft age, has served in some branch of the armed forces 
at one time or another. So far as I am able to determine only one 
of our boys, Andrew Monson, passed away during hostilities. 

Andrew served in World War I. os PRE 


WIVES OF CHARTER MEMBERS: STILL LIVING 
Though some of them have moved away from the community, 
there are still six wives of the Charter ’members still living.They 
are: Mrs. Thormod (Maria) Wegge, Mrs. Harold (Ingeborg) 
Monson, Mrs. E. E. (Gina) Sondral, Mrs. Olaus (now Mrs. Ben- 
son) Hauge, Mrs. Anton (Bessie) Thompson and Mrs. Adolph 
Halvorson (now remarried and lives in Seattle, Wash.) 


FIRST BAPTISM 
Not definitely known but it is believed that Ovey Wegge and 
Emest Peerson were accorded the honor, as they were both born 
early in that year. 


1957 SUNDAY ,SCHOOL AND TEACHERS © 
Officers: Mrs. Walter Bagge, superintendent; Mrs. Ovey Wegge, 
assistant superintendent; Mrs. Edwin Palm, secy.-treas. 
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FIRST CONFIRMANDS 
We have no records as to the first Confirmands after the 
Congregation was organized, but the following three: Tom Weg- 
ge, Ray Gordon and Theodore Sondral were the first to be con- 
firmed after the Church was built in 1916. However, they were 
confirmed with a larger group in the St. Petri Church in Niels- 
ville, Minnesota. 


1957 CONFIRMANDS 

Three were confirmed on June 9, 1957 (left to right): Carol 
Foss, Constance (Connie) Wegge, and Gwendolyn Rensland. These 
too, were confirmed at Nielsville in St. Petri Church. 


OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 


Only one member of the Salem [Congregation has entered the 
ministry—Pastor Norris Halvorson, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Adolph 
Halvorson. He is the Pastor of the First Lutheran Church, 4105 
California Ave., Seattle 6, Washington. 

It is debatable as to who was the first couple to be married 
in the new church but many seem to believe Rev. Lars Dordahl 
and Miss Clara Wegge had that honor. 

The Church has been the recipient of many gifts throughout, 
the years. Offhand we recall these: An Altar Bible from Mrs. S. S. 
Wegge; an Altar Cross from the C. L. Gordon families; silver 
eandle-sticks from Mrs. Odin Bjornstad, several religious pictures 
from the Martin Berg and Egeland families, soldiers’ roster in 
frame from Mr. and Mrs. Jens Selness, and probably a number of 
others that don’t come to mind as we write. 
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